CHAPTER XVIII BATTLES IN THE AIR
IT would be idle to deny that the principal use to which aircraft have been put is that of war, and therefore in reviewing the position of aeronautics prominence must be given to this aspect of it. In order to understand the present capabilities of aircraft clearly, and to realize their possibilities in peace, this must be taken into account, but always with one reservation, namely, that Governments and men are compelled to go to extremes in expenditure and daring for war that would be thought without justification for any other end.
The Great War made one demand upon aircraft that none were specifically designed to meet: it was quite early in the conflict seen that duels between opposing aeroplanes were inevitable in the nature of things, and deliberately sought by the more enterprising aviators of the Allies. The latter possessed machines not markedly better adapted to fighting in the air than the enemy's, but for a time the great majority of the aerial duels that took place were forced on enemy airmen against their will.
Designers had planned machines for carrying guns, but none of the belligerents had actually adopted these types as standard Service craft. In this respect, however, the British War Office were, as to theory at any rate, more advanced than the War Departments of their Allies or their enemies, and in the specifications of aeroplanes required for the Service published by the British authorities R                              257